
main work. The 

hospital chapel was 

dedicated to St 

Andrew (c.1239) and 

the Community soon 

became known by 

the name of the 

apostle Andrew. 

Towards the end of 

the 16th Century, 

the sisters were 

prompted by a desire for a more contemplative life. In 

1611 the hospital became a monastery and the Sisters lived 

a cloistered life until the outbreak of the French Revolution 

in 1789. The Community was dispersed by the 

Revolutionaries in 1796 but the Prioress kept the 

community spirit alive, remaining in touch with the Sisters 

by means of a dress maker's business which she started in 

the town. Five years later in 1801 when the turmoils of 

revolution had subsided, Mere Hauvarlet was able to buy 

back part of their "property" and begin once more to 

rebuild and reassemble a number of the former 

community. 

The Religious of St Andrew came first to England in 1863, 

and it was in 1896 that St. Andrew's Coventry Hall 

Streatham was founded. The Community and school grew 

and developed. At the outbreak of World War II the 

school was evacuated, finally coming to Edenbridge in 

September 1943. 

Today, together with a small ecumenical team, the Sisters 

continue to welcome pilgrims in their house in the heart of 

Kent, for a retreat or a time of rest and silence. Eden Hall 

with its beautiful grounds and surroundings offers a space 

to be able to think … to pray …or simply to be. 'The 

Centre' at Eden Hall has gardens and grounds of 

outstanding natural beauty with access to local walks. 

There are a variety of single rooms (two twin) for up to 25 

guests in the New Wing and the Cottage for those who 

wish to come on their own or in a group. 

For those who wish to come away to rest, spend time in 

silence or make an Individually Guided Retreat there is a 

chapel, an oratory, an oasis and a labyrinth - quiet spaces, 

both in and out of doors. A Creative Space is available for 

those who enjoy using paint and clay. There is also a Play 

Space for those who like dance and music. 

'The Centre' has a space 'set apart' for those seeking a 

prolonged time of silence/retreat/contemplation with or 

without accompaniment (self catering only). 

Visitors are welcome to join the Community in prayer. 

Contact Details are found on page 2. 

Keeping Christian Communities in touch. 

Issue No. 20  February 2010 

elcome to edition 20 of Touching Place. As we've 

been putting this edition together the weather has 

slowly changed from the heavy snow of January to the 

relentless rain of February - many of you, especially in the 

north are still experiencing the snow. Here in the south 

east the temperatures are slowly increasing and we do get 

the occasional peep of sunshine and even, in the last week, 

some glorious early spring days. In our meadow at Pilsdon 

the snowdrops and aconites have been out for some 

weeks now and the crocuses and daffodils are beginning to 

look promising - spring can't be far away!  

Please keep your letters and emails coming - we welcome 

all contributions and love to hear about your communities.  

Donations to cover the cost of producing this 
newsletter are welcome. Please make cheques payable 

to „Pilsdon at Malling‟ and write „Touching Place‟ on the 
back. If you are a UK tax payer we can reclaim the tax 

paid on any donations made under the Gift Aid scheme. 
Please send your name and address with your donation, 

stating that you wish it to be Gift Aided. 

Roberta and Pam, editors. 

Touching Place Editor, Pilsdon at Malling, 27 Water Lane, West Malling, ME19 6HH 

Tel: 01732 870279 email: touchingplace@googlemail.com  

Community Focus 

The Sisters of St Andrew: 

An Ignatian Community  

The Sisters were founded in the Middle Ages to welcome 

pilgrims 'en route'across Europe to Compostella in Spain. 

In about the year 1231 a small group of women decided to 

consecrate their lives to the service of those in need. They 

opened a hostel opposite the then recently built church of 

St Nicholas du Bruille in Tournai (Belgium). This first 

Fraternity lived according to the Rule of St Augustine, 

received alms and gave hospitality to the poor who came 

to them for help. These were wayfarers, and pilgrims who 

needed night shelter before crossing the River Scheldt and 

proceeding on their way into Tournai with its Cathedral of 

five towers.The first recognition of our Society came in 

1249 when the Hospitale St Nicholas du Bruille was placed 

under Papal protection. 

At the beginning of the 

14th Century, when 

plague, famine and wars 

began to decimate the 

population and hinder 

travelling, the hostel was 

transformed into a 

hospital and care of the 

sick became the Sisters' 



Events 

Sisters of St Andrew 

St. Ignatius the Pilgrim 

 17 April 2010 

Journeying with Inigo in image, sound and 

silence - a prayerful day with reflective spaces with 

Rev Roger Hagon 

Open to the Spirit 

22 May 2010 

Sue King and Margaret Seakens  lead a Pentecost 

Quiet Day. A day to explore being open and  

receptive to the movement of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives.  

More information about these 

and other events can be found at 

http://www.sisters-of-st-andrew.com 

or 01342 850388 or write to 

Sisters of St. Andrew, 'Eden Hall', 

Stick Hill, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 

5NN 

 

Get Thee to a Monastery 

Lots of people have seen The Monastery or The Convent 

programmes on TV  featuring a group of people who live 

with monks or nuns for a period of time and learn about 

the community, about themselves and about God. 

A group of Anglican Religious Orders are getting together 

to offer a day's opportunity to find out what life as a monk, 

nun, brother or sister in a vowed community is like.  The 

days are happening between 19th and 24th April and are in 

a wide variety of communities from monasteries to small 

urban houses.  For more information, email the ARC 

Secretary info@arcie.org.uk or see the blog http://

gttam.wordpress.com or write to The ARC Secretary, St 

Matthews House, 25 Kamloops Crescent, Leicester LE1 

2HX 

The communities are: 

Mixed: Order of St Benedict (Broad Marston); Society of 

the Sacred Mission; 

Men‟s communities: Society of St Francis and the 

Community of the Resurrection 

Women‟s communities: Order of St Benedict (West 

Malling); Community of the Holy Name; Sisters of the Love 

of God; Sisters of Bethany; All Saints Sisters of the Poor; 

Community of St John The Divine; Community of St Clare; 

Community of All Hallows; Community of St Francis; 

Sisters of the Church. 

You can find out more about the individual 

communities here: http://orders.anglican.org/arcyb/ 

 

News from Taizé 

Taizé invites everyone to pray for Haiti on the 12th of each 

month 

Echoing a suggestion made by a Haitian youth, the Taizé 

Community invites everyone who is able to pray for the 

people of Haiti, either singly or in groups, on the 12th of 

each month for 12 months, following the earthquake that 

took place on January 12. 

The young man was a volunteer in Taizé in the summer of 

2006. He writes: “I can‟t tell the difference between life and 

death since Tuesday, January 12, when the country was 

plunged into deep distress. But God is great and since he is 

love, his plan of love is already prepared for us. The songs 

of Taizé give me strength and confidence I would never 

have imagined. 

"Ask all the peoples throughout the world to pray for 12 

months on the 12th day of each month for the Haitian 

people. Do not hesitate! It is very important.” 

Haiti: Messages from young people: http://

www.taize.fr/en_article9734.html 

Before February 12, the Taizé website will offer a proposed 

prayer that can be used on that day. 

 

Journeying 

Finding God in Creation 

Journeying is a small, non-profit-making, ecumenical 

organisation that takes small groups of about 4-12 

people on holiday in an informal Christian ambience 

to the more off-the-beaten-track parts of Britain and 

Ireland. What we offer is almost certainly unique in 

Britain. Its origins lie in Celtic spirituality and most of 

our trips still reflect that approach. 



Events contűd. 

Yorkshire Dales  
Malham and the Dales in springtime 

11-17 April   

Lindisfarne 

8-15 May      

Lying off the coast of Northumberland the Holy Island 

is waiting to be explored.                                                                                

Colonsay, Argyll 

12-21 May 

An island considered by many to be one of the most 

beautiful in the Hebrides.                                                                                        

For more information visit www.journeying.co.uk 

 

Day Walks 2010 

Saturday 17th April in Norfolk 

The distance will be around 5 miles, starting from the 

medieval thatched church of St Andrew at Eaton, in 

the south west suburbs of Norwich city, following the 

path of the river Yare, to St Walstan's holy well at 

Bawburgh. Walking along the river bank and through 

conservation water meadows, there should be signs 

of spring all around. This is being offered in 

conjunction with a group of pilgrim walkers based nr 

Norwich. 

Leader : Cate Macfarlane   01799 513750 

Saturday 17th April  nr Selborne, Hampshire  

From Alton to Selborne and Noor Hill. Returning by 

bus from Selborne to Alton. Start time 10am finish 

time bus from Selborne at either 2.15pm or 5.15pm.  

Walk lengths either 6 or 10 miles, starting from Alton 

station GR723396. 

Leaders : Andrew and Kate Ross  02380 652939 or 

07792 159368 

Thursday 27th May - Tenby and Coast  

An Evening walk [6-9 pm] of about 4 miles beginning 

and ending in the picturesque seaside town of Tenby 

in Pembrokeshire. Walking in a spirit of pilgrimage we 

will use the magnificent seascape as an inspiration to 

short times of prayer and reflection...  

Leaders: Jill Atkinson and David Gleed   01834 

844212. 

For more 

information on any 

of these events:   

01834 844212 or  

info@journeying.co.uk 

or 1 Westfields, Saffron 

Walden, Essex, CB11 

3DZ 

 

The Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 

APF/ MAW Conference 19-21 

March  

Peacemaking in a Time of 

Global Crisis. A residential or 

day conference at Hillfield 

Friary, Dorchester. 

A weekend led by Tony 

Kempster and Sue Gilmurray. 

Topics to include: 

the threats that humanity faces 

the international arms trade and new weapons 

the human cost of war both military and 

civilian 

can any war be just? 

Contact Tony Kempster for more information 

11 Weavers End, Hanslope, Milton Keynes, 

MK19 7PA;  

or email ajkempster@aol.com 

Renewal Course for Religious, Priests, and 
Lay Leaders  

10th May-24th June 

Our Seven Week Renewal 

Courses are specifically designed 

to meet the needs of those who 

are looking for a shorter renewal 

course with a clear focus on 

personal renewal through prayer, 

inner healing and an integrated 

spirituality of true self-esteem. 

Each week of the course covers a 

specific subject but the underlying 

spirituality and purpose remain 

the same. Our Celtic Studies and Spirituality week 

concludes with a three day pilgrimage to Ians, St. 

Columba‟s Island. 

For more information contact: 

The Secretary, Redemptorist Institute of Spirituality 

St Mary‟s, Hatton Road, Kinnoull, Perth, PH2 7BP  

or phone: 01738 624075  

or email copiosa@kinnoullmonastery.org   

or visit  www.kinnoullmonastery.org/ 

 



Places 

Woodbrooke is Europe's only Quaker Study Centre. It is 

based in the former family home of the local chocolate 

maker, George Cadbury, himself a Quaker, and has, since 

1903, provided education for those of any faith or none 

from around the world. Education has always been based 

around exploring Quakerism and the themes of interest to 

Quakers, such as Peace and Reconciliation, Quaker History 

and Spiritual Journeys.  

Today Woodbrooke also welcomes many visitors wishing 

to use our facilities for their meetings and conferences. 

Find out more information here about our conference 

facilities.  

Woodbrooke makes every effort to function ethically and 

without harming the planet. Find out how we do this by 

clicking here.  

If you live outside the UK, you can 

click here to download a general 

introduction to Woodbrooke in 

English, French, German, Spanish or 

Russian.  

Who are the Quakers? 

Quakers believe that everyone may 

have a direct experience of God and 

that there is 'that of God in 

everyone'. Friends emphasise 

expressing our faith through our lives 

rather than through attachment to 

festivals and creeds. 

1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 

6LJ 

T +44 (0)121 472 5171 

enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk  

Reg. Charity No. 313816 

course for your church? Whatever your reason for 

gathering, however many or few you are, Chantmarle 

Christian Resource Centre is the ideal place for holding 

seminars, meetings, gatherings and educational events. 

For more information write to Chantmarle Christian 

Resource Centre , Frome St. Quintin, Dorset, DT2 0HD 

or phone 0935 483201 or email 

resource.centre@chantmarle.org 

Guy Chester Centre, 

Muswell Hill 

Stronger Together - Peer Co-Consultancy   

1pm Monday 19th -  2pm Thursday 22nd April. 

Fully residential £125 (B&B on Sunday 18th extra if needed) 

A prayerful approach for those in full time ministry, 

exploring ways of consultative working and reflective 

practice, this course is ideal as part of a sabbatical or       

on-going training. 

Leaders: The Centre Team and Mark Wakelin, David Read 

& Peter Powers.  

Divorce Recovery Workshop 

Tuesday evenings starting April 20th for 6 weeks 

£60 

DRW is a course that deals specifically with helping 

individuals come to terms with a relationship that has 

irretrievably broken down.  Suitable for anyone, of any age, 

at any stage of separation or divorce. 

Leaders: DRW is a UK nationwide self-help group run by 

volunteers who have attended the workshops. See website 

www.drw.org.uk or phone 020 8815 0069 

 
The Community for Reconciliation 

Subject to availability of bedrooms 

we are always willing to welcome 

guests on personal retreats. 

When you need some personal 

space we can accommodate 

individuals or couples needing time away from their job, 

family, relationship and trauma. Staying alongside the 

resident team, with most meals provided, you can unwind, 

reflect, read and pray in the peaceful atmosphere and 

thereby feel refreshed and renewed to cope again with life 

at home or work. 

To contact the community phone 01562 710231, 

9.30am-5pm (Monday to Friday)  

or email: cfrenquiry@aol.com   

or write to Barnes Close, Chadwich, Malthouse Lane 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0RA   

or visit their website: www.cfrbarnesclose.co.uk 

 

Chantmarle Christian Resource Centre 

Need to gather to discuss a theological point? Want to get 

together to pray and be closer to God? Need somewhere 

to have your annual church meetings? Want to run a short 

Events contűd. 


